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Can you tell me a story?  
 

 

Standar Kompetensi: 
8.  Memahami makna dalam teks lisan fungsional pendek sangat sederhana untuk berinteraksi dengan 

lingkungan terdekat.     

10. Mengungkapkan makna dalam teks lisan fungsional dan monolog pendek sederhana berbentuk recount 

dan narrative untuk berinteraksi dengan lingkungan sekitar. 

11.  Memahami makna dalam teks esei pendek sederhana berbentuk recount dan narrative untuk berinteraksi 

dengan lingkungan sekitar 

12.     Mengungkapkan makna  dalam teks tulis fungsional dan esei pendek sederhana berbentuk recount dan 

narrative untuk berinteraksi dengan lingkungan sekitar 

 
   

Kompetensi Dasar  :  
8.2.   Merespon makna yang terdapat dalam monolog pendek sederhana secara akurat, lancar dan berterima 

untuk berinteraksi dengan lingkungan sekitar dalam teks berbentuk recount dan narrative. 

10.2  Mengungkapkan makna dalam monolog pendek sederhana dengan menggunakan ragam bahasa lisan 

secara akurat,    lancar dan berterima untuk berinteraksi dengan lingkungan sekitar dalam teks berbentuk 

recount dan narrative. 

11.1.  Membaca nyaring bermakna teks fungsional dan esei pendek sederhana berbentuk recount dan narrative 

dengan ucapan, tekanan dan intonasi yang berterima yang berkaitan dengan lingkungan sekitar. 

11.3.  Merespon makna dan langkah retorika dalam esei pendek sederhana secara akurat, lancar dan berterima  

yang berkaitan dengan lingkungan sekitar dalam teks berbentuk recount  dan narrative 

12.2. Mengungkapkan makna dan langkah retorika dalam esei pendek sederhana dengan menggunakan ragam 

bahasa tulis secara akurat, lancar dan berterima  untuk berinteraksi dengan lingkungan sekitar berbentuk 

recount dan narrative 

 

 

 LISTENING 

 

ACTIVITY 1. Let‟s think!  

 

1. Do you like listening to stories? 

2. Did your father / mother like to tell you a story at bedtime? 

3. Do you like exchanging stories with your friend? 

 

ACTIVITY 2. Look at the picture. Then, answer the questions. 

 

 
1. What do you think on the picture tells you about? 
2. Is it a legend, myth, or fabel? 
3. Where do you think the story happened? 
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ACTIVITY 3 

Listen to your teachers‟ story about Sangkuriang. While listening, you may take a note. 

 

    SANGKURIANG 

 

 

 

 One day, Dayang Sumbi was weaving in her house. Suddenly she dropped one of the 

weaving tools. She is too lazy to take it herself. She said “I am going to marry anybody who‟s 

willing to get it for me, although it is an animal”.  

 And it happened, a good dog named Tumang bit the tool and gave it to her. She chased 

the dog away. However, she finally married the dog. Perbangkara, her father, was very angry 

knowing that his daughter was pregnant. He sent her to a forest. 

 In the forest, she had a baby. She called him Sangkuriang. The baby grew up to a 

handsome man. He liked hunting. Dayang Sumbi said one day “My son, I‟d like to eat the heart 

of a deer”. Sangkuriang went hunting and Tumang followed him. Unfortunately, he didn‟t see a 

deer or any other animals. He was frustrated. He decided to kill the dog and gave it‟s heart to his 

mother. 

 Dayang Sumbi was very angry when she knew what really happened. She chased her son 

away. Sangkuriang left his mother. He grew up to be a strong and more handsome man. One day 

he met a beautiful lady, and he fell in love with her. Dayang Sumbi finally knew who the man 

was. He was her son, Sangkuriang. 

 Sangkuriang was angry and still asked her to marry him. Dayang Sumbi accepted with 

one deal. If he could create a boat and a lake in a day, she would marry him. Finally, he failed 

and so Dayang Sumbi refused to marry him. 

 He got angry and kicked the unfinished boat, which turned upside down before he 

himself fell down into the lake and died. It is traditionally believed that the existence of 

Tangkuban Parahu Mount had its root from this story. 

 

 

ACTIVITY 4 

State whether the statement is true or false according to the text! 

 

1. ……. Dayang Sumbi liked making clothes. 

2. ……. Tumang was a deer. 

3. ……. Sangkuriang liked hunting. 

4. ……. Perbangkara was Dayang Sumbi‟s husband. 

5. ……. Dayang Sumbi rejected to marry Sangkuriang. 

6. ……. Dayang Sumbi wanted to eat a bear‟s heart. 

7. ……. Sangkuriang killed her father. 

8. ……..Sangkuriang didn‟t know that the lady was his mother. 

9. ……. Dayang Sumbi asked Sangkuriang to make a bow for her 

10. .…… The text is a narrative text. 
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A narrative text type can be a fable, legend, myth, fairy, folktale, and 
romance. Can you mention some examples of narrative text? 
 
The followings are the parts of a narrative text: 

a. Orientation: telling you about who, when, where. 
b. Complication: telling you that a problem/crisis arises. 
c. Resolution: telling you that the problem is resolved. 
d. Reorientation: telling you the end of the story. Here you may find a 

moral value/comment of the story. 
 

 

 

ACTIVITY 5 

Read the following story, and then answer the questions below! 

 

THE BEAR SAYS NORTH 

 

  

One day, while Osmo the Bear was prowling about the forest, he caught a grouse.  

 “Pretty good,” he thought to himself. “ Won‟t the other animals be surprised when they 

hear old Osmo has caught a grouse?” 

 Holding the grouse carefully in his teeth without hurting it, he began parading it up and 

down the forest path. ”Um….Um…” grunted Osmo, trying to attract attention to others. 

“Ah,” said Mikko the fox. “Is that you, Osmo? Which way is the wind blowing today? Can 

you tell me?”  

 Osmo could not, of course, answer without opening his mouth, so he grunted, hoping 

that Mikko would see the grouse, and understand why he could not speak. But the fox didn‟t 

glance at him at all. He pretended not to see him and the grouse. With his nose still pointing 

upward, he kept sniffing the air. 

 “It seems to be from the south,” Mikko said. “It is from the south, isn‟t it Osmo?” 

 “Um…Um…..!” repeated Osmo, growing more impatient every moment. 

 “Not from the south, you say? Then which way is it blowing?” 

 By this time the Bear was so cross with Mikko, he forgot all about his grouse, he just 

opened his mouth, and roared out, “North!” 

 Of course the moment he opened his mouth the grouse flew away. 

 “Now, see what you‟ve done!” he stormed angrily. “You‟ve made me lose my nice 

plump grouse!” 

 “I? ” said Mikko. “What had I to do with it?” 

 “You kept asking me about the wind until I opened my mouth- that‟s what you did!” 

 The fox shrugged his shoulders. 

 “Why did you open your mouth then?” 

 “Well, you can‟t say „north‟ with-out opening your mouth, can you?” the Bear 

demanded. 

 The Fox laughed and laughed. 

 “See here, Osmo, don‟t blame me. Blame yourself. If I‟d had the grouse in my mouth 

and you asked me about the wind, I‟d never have said „north‟!” 

 “What would you have said?” asked the Bear. 

 Mikko, the rascal, laughed harder than ever. Then he clenched his teeth together and 

said “E A S T”. 
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ACTIVITY 6 

Answer these questions! 

 

1. What is Osmo? 

2. Is the Bear young or old? 

3. What word from the text means „acted as if‟? 

4. What did Mikko do to make Osmo open his mouth? 

5. “… Holding the grouse carefully in his teeth without hurting it,….” 

The word „it‟ refers to …. 

6. What is the type of the text? 

7. What is the goal of the text? 

8. What tense is mostly used in the text? 

 

 

ACTIVITY 7 
Look at the picture. Answer the questions 
 

 
 
Task 1 
 
1. Do you know? Who is she? 
    ______________________________________________ 
2. Who accompanied her? 
    ______________________________________________ 
3. What kind of story which tells about her? 
    ______________________________________________ 
4. Can you mention other stories instead of it? 
    ______________________________________________ 
5. Do you like listening to stories? 
    ______________________________________________ 
6. Did your father / mother like to tell you a story at bedtime? 
    ______________________________________________ 
 
Task 2. 

Listen to your teacher reading this story, then answer the questions. 

 

Once upon a time, there was a little girl called Cinderella. She was pretty, loving and clever. But 

she was very poor. She lived with her step mother and stepsisters. They were very mean. They 
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hated Cinderella very much. Fortunately, she met a prince. He fell in love with her. Then 

Cinderella became a princess. They lived happily ever after. 
 

1. What is the title of the story? 

2. What is the story about? 

3. With whom did Cinderella live? 

4. Were her stepmother and her stepsisters friendly? 

5. How were the stepmother and stepsisters? 

6. When did the story happen? 

7. Why did her stepsisters hate Cinderella? 

8. How did Cinderella look like? 

9. Who fell in love with Cinderella? 

10. In your opinion, is the story happy ending or sad ending? 

 
Task 3. 

Listen to your teacher or friend reading the following story and answer the questions. 

 

The Boy Who Cried Wolf 

There once was a shepherd boy who was bored as he sat on the hillside watching the 

village sheep. To amuse himself he took a great breath and sang out, "Wolf! Wolf! The 

Wolf is chasing the sheep!"  

The villagers came running up the hill to help the boy drive the wolf away. But when they 

arrived at the top of the hill, they found no wolf. The boy laughed at the sight of their angry 

faces. "Don't cry 'wolf', shepherd boy," said the villagers, "when there's no wolf!" They 

went grumbling back down the hill.  

Later, the boy sang out again, "Wolf! Wolf! The wolf is chasing the sheep!" To his naughty 

delight, he watched the villagers run up the hill to help him drive the wolf away. When the 

villagers saw no wolf they sternly said, "Save your frightened song for when there is really 

something wrong! Don't cry 'wolf' when there is NO wolf!"  

But the boy just grinned and watched them go grumbling down the hill once more.  

Later, he saw a REAL wolf prowling about his flock. Alarmed, he leaped to his feet and 

sang out as loudly as he could, "Wolf! Wolf!" But the villagers thought he was trying to 

fool them again, and so they didn't come.  

At sunset, everyone wondered why the shepherd boy hadn't returned to the village with 

their sheep. They went up the hill to find the boy. They found him weeping.  

"There really was a wolf here! The flock has scattered! I cried out, "Wolf!" Why didn't you 

come?" An old man tried to comfort the boy as they walked back to the village.  

"We'll help you look for the lost sheep in the morning," he said, putting his arm around the 

youth, 

Nobody believes a liar...even when he is telling the truth!"  (Taken from; Aesop Fables) 
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Questions 

1. What is the main idea of the first paragraph? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What are the characters in the story? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Where and when did the story take place? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What does the word “their” in the second paragraph refers to? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What does the word “he” in the second paragraph refers to? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Who was the boy? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What did he do? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Why didn‟t  the villager believe him anymore? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What did the boy do when the real wolf came? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What is the lesson taken from the story? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

READING 

 

ACTIVITY 1 

Building Vocabulary. Match the following words with its definition 

 

Answer No. Words  No. Definition 

______ 1. Shepherd  A. make rumbling noises 

______ 2. Chase  B. smile broadly 

______ 3. Grumble  C. express something while crying tears 

______ 4. Delight  D. in a number of different places far away from each 

other  

______ 5. Sternly  E. roam an area stealthily for prey 

______ 6. Grin  F. somebody tending sheep 

______ 7. Prowl  G. strict: rigid, strict, and uncompromising  

______ 8. Weep  H. somebody who tells lies  

______ 9. Scatter  I. gain enjoyment from something 

______ 10. liar  J. pursue somebody or something 
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ACTIVITY 2 

Read the text aloud using the transcription below the text. Study the structure of the text. Answer 

the questions below. 

 

Title Snow White 

Orientation  

      Once upon time there lived a little girl named Snow White. She 

lived with her Aunt and Uncle because her parents were dead 

 

Complication       One day she heard her Uncle and Aunt talking about leaving Snow 

White in the castle because they both wanted to go to America and they 

didn’t have enough money to take Snow White. 

 

Resolution       Snow White did not want  her Uncle and Aunt  to  do  this so she 

decided it would be best if she ran away. The next morning she ran away 

from home when her Aunt and Uncle were having breakfast. She ran 

away into the woods. 

 

Complication       She was very tired and hungry 

 

Resolution       Then She saw a little cottage. She knocked but no one answered so 

she went inside and fell asleep 

 

Complication       Meanwhile the seven dwarfs were coming home from works. They 

went inside. There they found Snow White sleeping. Then Snow White 

woke up. She saw the dwarfs. The dwarfs said,” What is your name ?”. 

Snow White said, ”My name is Snow White”. 

 

Resolution        Doc said ,” If you wish, you may live here with us”. Snow White 

said, ” Oh, could I? Thank you”. Then Snow White told the dwarfs the 

whole story and Snow White and the seven dwarfs lived happily ever 

after. 

 
(Taken from : Lampiran Kurikulum 2004) 

Transcription of the text: 

 
Title | snəʊ wait | 

 

Orientation       wʌns ə.pɒn ə taim ðeə livd ə „lit.l ɡɜ:l neimd snəʊ wait | | ʃi livd wið hər r 

ɑ:nt ənd „ʌŋk.l bi‟kɒz hər  „peə.rənts wər ded | 

 

Complication | wʌn dei ʃi hɜ:d hər r „ʌŋk.l ənd ɑ:nt „tɔ:kiŋ ə.‟baʊt „li:.viŋ | snəʊ wait in ðə 

„kɑ:s.l bi‟kɒz ðei bəʊθ „wɒn.tid tu ɡəʊ tə ə.‟me.rik.ə | ənd ðei „didnt hər v i.‟nʌf 

„mʌ.ni tu teik snəʊ wait |  

 

Resolution       | snəʊ wait did nɒt wɒnt hər r „ʌŋk.l ɑ:nt tə də ðis səʊ ʃi | di.‟sai.did it wʊd bi 

„be.tər if ʃi ræn ə.‟wei | ðə nekst „mɔ:.niŋ ʃi ræn | ə.‟wei frəm hər ʊm wen hər r 

ɑ:nt ənd „ʌŋk.l wə „hæ.viŋ „brek.fəst | | ʃi ræn ə.‟wei „in.tə ðə wʊdz | 

 

Complication | ʃi wəz „ve.ri „taiəd ənd „hʌŋ.ɡri |  

 

Resolution | ðen ʃi sɔ: ðis „lit.l „kɒ.tidʒ | ʃi nɒkt bət nəʊ wʌn | „ɑ:n.səd səʊ ʃi went in.‟said 
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ənd felt ə.‟sli:p |  

 

Complication | „mi:n.wail | ðə „sev.n dwɔ:fs wə „kʌ.miŋ hər ʊm frəm wɜ:k | | ðei went in.‟said 

| ðə ðei fɒnd snəʊ wait „sli:.piŋ | ðen snəʊ | wait wəʊk ʌp | ʃi sɔ: ðə dwɔ:fs | ðə 

dwɔ:fs sed | <`what> z jə | neim | <`> snəʊ wait sed | <`my> neim z snəʊ wait |  

 

Resolution  dɒk sed | `if ju wiʃ | ju mei liv hiə wið  əz | snəʊ | wait sed |əʊh | kəd ai | θæŋk ju 

| ðen snəʊ wait təʊld ðə | dwɔ:fs ðə həʊl „stɔ:.ri ənd snəʊ wait ənd ðə „sev.n 

dwɔ:fs livd | „hæ.pi.li „e.vər „ɑ:f.tə | | 

 

 

1. Why did Snow White live with her aunt? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why did her uncle want to leave Snow White? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What did the third paragraph tell about? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. When did Snow White run away? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Where did she sleep? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

6. There they found Snow White sleeping. What did the word `they` refer to? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

7. May Snow White live with the dwarfs? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Did Snow White agree to live with the dwarfs? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Does the story have a happy ending or a sad ending? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What is the purpose of the story? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

ACTIVITY3 

Read the text aloud using the transcription below the text. Then answer the questions! 

 

Keong Mas 

 

 Once upon a time, there was an old widow named Mbok Rondo Dadapan. She always 

looked for fish along the river. 

 One day, Mbok Rondo found a golden snail. She took it home. When Mbok Rondo 

reached home, she turned a jar into a house for Keong Mas. She took care of the snail well. 

During this period, Mbok Rondo found mystical good things happen in her home. 

 Coming back from her daily fishing, she found delicious dishes already set on the table. 

Her house was clean as well. All surprised her and made her wonder. She kept thinking who had 

been nice as to take care of her house and do the cooking during her absence. As this went on 

several days, she could not resist the temptation to discover whom the mysterious kind person 

was. So, one day, Mbok Rondo pretended to go fishing as usual.  She actually peeped through a 

hole on the wall of her house.  

 To her amazement, she saw a beautiful princess coming out of the jar where she had kept 

Keong Mas. Then Mbok Rondo saw her start to clean the house and to prepare the meal.       
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Transcription of the text: 

Keong Mas 

wʌns əpɒn ə taim, ðeə wəz ən əʊld widəʊ neimd <mbok> rɒndəʊ ʃi ɔ:lweiz lʊkt fə fiʃ 

əlɒŋ ðə rivə 

wʌn dei, <mbok> rɒndəʊ faʊnd ə ɡəʊldən sneil ʃi tʊk it hər ʊm wen <mbok> rɒndəʊ ri:tʃt 

hər ʊm, ʃi tɜ:nd ə dʒɑ:r intə ə haʊz fə <keong> mɑ:z ʃi tʊk keər əv ðə sneil wel djʊəriŋ ðis 

piəriəd, <mbok> rɒndəʊ faʊnd mistikl ɡʊd θiŋz hæpən in hər  hər ʊm 

kʌmiŋ bæk frəm hər  deili fiʃiŋ, ʃi faʊnd diliʃəs diʃiz ɔ:lredi set ɒn ðə teibl hər  haʊz 

wəz kli:n əz wel ɔ:l səpraizd hər r ənd meid hər  wʌndə ʃi kept θiŋkiŋ hu: hər d bi:n nais 

əz tu teik keər əv hər  haʊz ənd də ðə kʊkiŋ djʊəriŋ hər  æbsəns əz ðis went ɒn sevrəl deiz, 

ʃi kəd nɒt rizist ðə tempteiʃn tu diskʌvə hu:m ðə mistiəriəs kaind pɜ:sn wɒz səʊ, wʌn 

dei, <mbok> rɒndəʊ pritendid tu ɡəʊ fiʃiŋ əz ju:ʒʊəl ʃi æktʃuəli pi:pt θru: ə hər ʊl ɒn ðə 

wɔ:l əv hər  haʊz 

tu hər r əmeizmənt, ʃi sɔ: ə bju:təfl prinses kʌmiŋ aʊt əv ðə dʒɑ: weə ʃi hər d kept <keong> 

mɑ:z ðen <mbok> rɒndəʊ sɔ: hər  stɑ:t tu kli:n ðə haʊz ənd tu pripeə ðə mi:l 

 

1. What did Mbok Rondo find? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Where was Keong Mas kept? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why was Mbok Rondo surprised? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Who served delicious dishes on the table? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Did Mbok Rondo want to know about it? How? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What made Mbok Rondo amaze? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

7. a. Which paragraph is the orientation?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Which paragraph is the complication? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

            c. Which paragraph is the resolution? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ACTIVITY4 

Read the text again, identify the generic structure, then rewrite the text in the table below: 

 

GENERIC 

STRUCTURE 

Keong Mas 

 

Orientation 

 

 

 

 

Complication 
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Resolution 

 

 

 

Re-orientation 

 

 

 

 

ACTIVITY 5 

Now work individually! For homework. Find a story written in English. Identify the structure of 

the story. Share your work  with the class. 

 

 
Social Function: 

A narrative text aims to amuse, to entertain and to deal with actual or vicarious experience in 

different ways. 

Narratives deal with problematic events, which lead to a crisis or turning point of some kind, 

which in turn finds a resolution. 

 

Significant Lexico grammatical Features 

 Focus on specific and usually individualized Participants ( Snow White, Cinderella, 

Beauty and The Beast, etc.) 

 Use of material processes (walked, cleaned, ate, etc.) 

 Sometimes Behavioral, Verbal Processes, Relational Processes and Mental Processes 

(thought, dreamt, saw, watched, etc.) 

 Use of temporal conjunctions and temporal Circumstances (Then, after that, long time 

ago, once upon a time, etc.) 

 Use of Past Tense (I went to bed late yesterday night. 

 
 

ACTIVITY 6 

Read this text carefully and answer the following questions. Then find out the generic structures 

of the text! 

Jack and the Beanstalk 

 Once upon a time there was a boy called Jack. He lived with his mother in a little house. 

They were very poor. They had one cow that produced milk. Everyday Jack sold the milk to 

his neighbours to buy the daily needs. 

One day, the cow stopped producing milk and they had nothing to eat. Jack‟s mother said, “ 

We need some food. Take the cow to the market and sell her.” 

 Jack took the cow to the market. He sold the cow to an old man, but the old man didn‟t 

have any money. He gave jack five magic beans for the cow. Jack ran home and showed his 

mother the magic beans. She was very angry and threw the beans out of the window. That 

night, Jack and his mother had nothing to eat and they went to bed very hungry. 

 While they were asleep, the beans started to grow. They grew higher and higher. The 

leaves on the beanstalk grew wider and wider. The next morning, Jack looked out of the 

window and rubbed his eyes. To his surprise, the beanstalk grew right up into the sky.   

 Jack put on his boots and climbed up the beanstalk. He saw a castle. He ran into the castle 

and into the kitchen. He heard footsteps, enormous footsteps. Jack was frightened and hid 

behind a sofa.  A giant came to the kitchen. He had a magic hen. He put the hen on the table 

and said,” Lay, little hen, lay.” 
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 The hen laid big golden eggs. The giant ate an enormous breakfast. Then he put his head 

on the table and went to sleep. When the giant was snoring very loudly, Jack crept out and 

stole the magic hen.  He ran out of the castle and climbed down the beanstalk.  

The giant woke up and chased after jack, shouting: 

 

  Fee, fi, fo, fum 

  I smell the blood of an Englishman 

  Be he alive or be he dead 

  I’ll grind his bones to make my bread. 

 

Jack climbed down the beanstalk as fast as he could.  

 

1. From paragraph one we know that Jack …. 

a.  had a father and a mother  c.  was a twin 

b.  was an orphan   d.  had a large nice house 

2. Why did his mother ask him to sell the cow one day?  

a.  The cow could not give birth to a baby  c.  The cow was sick. 

b.  The cow was very fierce    d.  The cow stop producing milk 

3. Why didn‟t Jack bring home any money after selling the cow? 

a.  He lost the money c.  He spent the money in the market 

b.  He didn‟t like money  d.  He change it with beans 

4. What happened to the beans the next morning? 

a.  It disappeared  c.  It became a giant 

b.  It grew up to the sky d.  It turned into a golden cow 

5. Jack stole the magic hen when …. 

a.  the giant ate breakfast  c.  the giant was snoring loudly 

b.  he hid behind the sofa  d.  the hen laid a golden egg 

6. How did Jack go back to his house?  

a.  He jumped out of the window  c.  He climbed down the beanstalks 

b.  He got on the magic hen   d.  He used the giant‟s ladder 

7. How many aspects of orientation can we find in paragraph 1?  

a.  1     c.  3 

b. 2     d.  4 

8. Paragraph two and paragraph three seem to be the …. 

a.  evaluation    c.  resolution 

b.  complication   d.  reorientation 

9. “He ran out of the ….” (par 6) 

The word He refers to …. 

a.  Jack     c.  The castle 

b.  A giant    d.  The hen 

10. “The giant woke up and chased after jack, …” 

The word chased has the same meaning as …. 

a.  ran     c.  put 

b.  called    d.  looked 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 12 

 

WRITING 

 

ACTIVITY 1 

Answer the following questions. 

 
 

1. Have you ever written a story? 
2. Have you ever tried to write a story in English? 
 

 

ACTIVITY 2 

Read the following story. 

 

orientation 

 

Little Mantu lived in a village deep in the jungle where 
elephants helped the men with their work. These elephants were 
so big and strong. They could lift up the heaviest logs with their 
trunks and toss them high in the air. 
 

complication 

 

Now, Mantu had an elephant of his very own. His name was 
Opie. He was just a baby and Mantu loved him very much. 
Mantu whispered to Opie’s ear that someday he would become 
the biggest, strongest and bravest elephant in the jungle. The 
other elephants heard this. They began to laugh and made rude 
noises with their trunks. “We’re so big and tall, but you’re so 
small. You’re nothing at all,” said one of the big elephants. 

Mantu looked up at the huge elephant with a mishievous 
glint in his eye. “You’re so tall and can see far away. We can see 
what is happening down here in the jungle. In fact, we would be 
the first to see any slithering snakes that may be a danger. “After 
hearing the word snakes, the elephants screeched and off they 
gwents thundering in fright. 

resolution 

 

 “Did I say there were snakes?” giggled Mantu. “No, I don’t think 
so,” smiled Opie. Mantu then climbed upon his little friend’s back and 
went home to the village to tell everyone about the foolish elephants. 
 

adapted from: 50 Bedtime Stories, 2002 

 

ACTIVITY 3 

Answer the following questions. 
 

1. Where did Little Mantu live? 
2. Who was his best friend? 
3. What did Mantu whisper in Opie’s ear? 
4. What made the huge elephant run away? 
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ACTIVITY 4 

Rearrange these jumbled paragraphs to make a good text! 

 

The Peacock and The Crane 

 

a. “On the other hand, “the crane replied, “I can sing to the stars while I fly high in the 

heavens, while you must dragged yourself along the ground like the chickens in the farm 

yard!” 

b. Perhaps, then, it is better to be illustrious in poor clothes, rather than leave live without glory 

in but a show of wealth. 

c. The peacock would often laugh at the crane, which, according to the peacock, had very drab 

plumage indeed. “I‟m dressed in gold and purple, “ the vain bird would say to the crane, 

”while you have absolutely nothing of any beauty on your wings at all.” 

 

ACTIVITY 5 

Complete the sentences  with the correct  forms of the verbs. Read your work aloud when you 

have finished. 

 

The City Mouse and the Country Mouse 

There once [1]. ……….(be) a mouse who liked his country house until his cousin [2]. 

…………(come) for a visit.  

"In the city where I live," his cousin [3] …………..(say), "we dine on cheese and fish and bread. 

Each night my dinner is brought to me. I eat whatever I choose. While you, country cousin, work 

your paws to the bone for humble crumbs in this humble home. I'm used to finery. To each his 

own, I see!"  

Upon hearing this, the country mouse [4]. ……………(look) again at his plain brown house. 

Suddenly he [5]. …………(be, not) satisfied anymore. "Why should I hunt and scrape for food to 

store?" he said. "Cousin, I'm coming to the city with you!"  

Off they [6] ………………….(go) into the fine town house of the plump and prosperous city 

mouse.  

"Shhh! The people are in the parlour," the city mouse said. "Let's sneak into the kitchen for some 

cheese and bread."  

The city mouse [7] …………(give)  his wide-eyed country cousin a grand tour of the leftover 

food on the table. "It's the easy life," the city mouse said, and he smiled as he [8] ………….(bite)  

into a piece of bread.  

Just as they [9] …………(be)  both about to bite into a chunk of cheddar cheese, In came the 

CAT!  

"Run! Run!" said the city mouse. "The cat's in the house!"  

Just as the country mouse [10] ……………….(scamper) for his life out of the window, he said, 

"Cousin, I'm going back to the country! You never told me that a CAT lives here! Thank you, but 

I'll take my humble crumbs in comfort over all of your finery with fear!"  
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ACTIVITY 6 

Arrange these paragraphs into a good story. 

 

a. Arion did not put up a struggle; instead he asked only that he be allowed to sing 
one last song. His wish was granted and the sailors were so enchanted by his voice 
that they were hardly aware of what happened next. At the Àrst notes of his song, a 
dolphin swam alongside, attracted by the beautiful music. Immediately Arion 
jumped overboard onto the dolphin’s back and was carried back across the sea. 

 
b. In memory of this event, a statue, of a young man on the back of a dolphin, 

was erected in the port of Corinth. This statue is still there today. 
 

c. Arion was one of the most famous singers in the ancient world. On one 
occasion he won an important festival in Sicily, and as his prize he received so 
many jewels and golden cups that he was obliged to hire a ship to carry them all 
home to Corinth. 

 
d. When the ship Ànally reached port in Corinth, the wicked  sailors  began  to  tell  

everyone  that  there had been a storm, during which the famous singer had 
been lost at sea. They were struck dumb with amazement, however, when Arion 
arrived with a company of soldiers to arrest them. 

 
e. Unfortunately, this huge treasure made the sailors very jealous, and in order to 

have it for themselves, they attacked the singer and were about to throw him 
overboard. 

 
 

ACTIVITY 7 

Work in pairs.  

 

Try to think of a narrative text that you both have ever read and understand well. Then try to 

think of the title and the generic structures of the text. After that, try to make notes of the draft. 

When you are ready, tell the story to your friends in front of the class! 

 

 

ACTIVITY 8 

Try to think a narrative text that you can make. Don‟t forget the following questions: 

 

1. Who are the characters? 

2. What is the setting? 

3. What is the problem or problems for the complication? 

4. What solution would you give for ending the story? 

5. What title do you think suitable for the text that attracts people to read your story? 

6. Be ready to tell your story to your friends. 
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ACTIVITY 9 

Find and copy a narrative story from a newspaper, magazine or story book. Identify the structure 

of the text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


